
Statewide Status and Trends Monitoring 
 
As many of you know, there have been a series of workshops focused on status 
and trends monitoring in Washington.  These workshops are hosted by the Dept. 
of Ecology as recommended by the Monitoring Forum.  The purpose of this level 
of monitoring is to get a broad picture of salmon habitat conditions across the 
state or region.  The results from status and trends monitoring will be used in 
future State of the Salmon reports.  These have been very valuable in 
communicating salmon issues to lawmakers both at the state and federal level.  
They have been used to show how expenditures have been used, as well as 
what the current conditions are to justify future funding.   
 
While the status and trends monitoring has limited use at the local level, there 
may be opportunities for future partnerships, which is one of the hoped-for 
outcomes of the workshops. 
 
One advantage that the statewide monitoring can provide to local groups is a 
broad perspective.  Local analysis of habitat data sometimes needs the broad 
context to better understand their results.  For example, if they are seeing habitat 
changes in their basin, are these same things happening in other basins, and are 
these changes perhaps due to climate changes rather than a locally caused 
problem? 
       
However, status and trends monitoring is done very differently than most local 
measurements.  Usually groups have certain sites chosen for a reason, and take 
their measurements at those sites.  It is likely that status and trends monitoring 
will only use randomly selected sites to determine their results.  If a site happens 
to coincide with a locally selected site, cooperation can easily occur, but that is 
an unlikely event.  Some groups have expressed an interest in adding a couple 
sites to their current monitoring to help with status and trends too, but as sites 
are added, costs accrue, and how these will be covered remains an issue. 
 
To-date, three of four planned workshops to develop the status and trends 
monitoring proposal have already occurred and the last one is scheduled for 
January 5.  The first workshop discussed the scale of monitoring (statewide, 
regional, and WRIA based) and randomized samples.  While no written 
conclusions have been developed for any of the workshops, the conclusion 
seemed to be that at least 50 randomized sites will be selected across the state 
for the minimum program, and more will be added if funding is available or if 
enough local partnerships can be developed.   
 
The second workshop focused on what sorts of things to measure.  This was an 
interesting workshop, and one of the major recommendations by a couple of the 
experts is that we don’t have to measure the same things at each site.  Given 
differences in climate, landscape, and land use, it makes sense to measure 
different things in different areas. 



 
The third workshop looked at how to manage data.   Often the costs of managing 
data are overlooked.  It was recommended that when a data collection program 
is being developed, there should be a planned cost of roughly 20% to manage 
the data.  Quality control checks are important, and centralized management of 
the date base helps keep compatibility and quality control checks in place. 
 
The last workshop will focus on existing data sets, how to potentially use them, 
and what the final product should look like.  Anyone is welcome to attend.  It will 
be held in Olympia at the Natural Resource Building, room 172 from 9 to 3 on 
January 5. 
 
DOE plans to open a website soon that will contain all the materials used in 
these workshops in addition to notes collected during the workshops.   The link to 
this site will be emailed to all Conservation District managers when it is provided.   
 
 
















